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IM Weekly Highlights 

 
 The Northern Tier Board elected Hill County Sheriff 
Don Brostrom as the new Project Director and 
Flathead County Radio Manager Jack Spillman as 
the alternate director. All of the board members 
thanked Glacier County Sheriff Wayne Dusterhoff 
and Sheridan County DES Coordinator Curtis Petrik 
for their dedication to the NTIP over the last five 
years.  

 Ice damage from the last spring storm at the Mount 
Royal and Highwood sites has been repaired. 
Heavier and additional hardware was added to 
enhance survivability in the case of unusual icing 
conditions.   

 Aviat Networks has now installed all microwave 
antennas for the PSIC -2 Project and will start 
installation of microwave electronic equipment next 
week. 

 Tom Smith, IM Project Manager, has scheduled site 
walks the week of Sept. 20 for 11 of the new sites 
constructed with PSIC funding. They are located in 
Beaverhead, Butte-Silver Bow, Deer Lodge, 
Madison, and Yellowstone Counties. 
 

 
 

 

MT APCO Conference Details  
By E. Wing Spooner espooner@mt.gov  
 

The Montana Chapter of the Association of 
Public Safety Communications Officials (APCO) 
invites you to attend the 2010 APCO Public Safety 
Conference at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman. Don’t 
miss this first-rate opportunity to see the latest 
technology, network with other professionals in the 
Public Safety communications field, and participate 
in some of the finest training workshops available. 

This year’s conference features: 
• Pre-conference 2-day Amber Alert class on 

Mon. and Tues. Oct. 11 and 12.    
• A wide variety of workshop topics that will 

appeal to public safety managers, 
supervisors, telecommunicators, trainers, and 
technicians. 

• Laser show featuring music of the Beatles at 
the Museum of the Rockies at 7 pm on Tues. 
Oct. 12.  (At no extra charge—just come and 
have a great time!) 

• A distinguished group of vendors in the 
exhibit hall anxious to demonstrate their 
products and services. 

• Evening wine and cheese social with vendors 
on Wed., Oct. 13 featuring music by The 
Perfect Jones. 

• Telecommunicator Emergency Response 
Team (TERT) Team Leader course on Friday 
Oct. 15 at no extra charge. 

• The 2010 Montana Public Safety Awards 
presentations for Telecommunicator, 
Supervisor, Trainer, Manager, and 
Technician of the Year. Awards will be 
presented by APCO International President-
Elect Bill Carrow. 

The draft agenda is available at this link: 
http://www.mtapco.org/2010_Conference.html.   

Registration begins next week. An early bird 
discount applies if you register for the conference 
before Oct. 1. Montana APCO members also 
receive a discount. Rooms at the Bozeman Holiday 
Inn are just $69 per night. Call (406) 587-4561 to 
make your reservation today. See you there!  
 

Region 25 700 MHz Regional Plan Continues 
to Move Forward   

By Dan Sullivan dsullivan@mt.gov 
 

 A 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee 
meeting took place in Helena on Aug. 31 to 
continue work on the state’s 700 MHz Plan that will 
be submitted to the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) by the end of this year.  

The draft plan has been posted to the PSSB 
website and is available at this link: 
http://pssb.mt.gov/700_mhz_plan.mcpx. Comments 
and recommendations are encouraged prior to the 
plan’s final adoption, which will take place in 
conjunction with the Montana APCO Chapter 
conference at the Holiday Inn in Bozeman on Tues., 
Oct. 12 at 2:00 pm in the University Room. The 
meeting agenda will be publicized at a later date.  

For questions or comments, please contact 
PSSB Representatives Scott Bradford 
(sbradford@mt.gov) or Dan Sullivan 

(dsullivan@mt.gov); Region 25 Chairman/IM 
Executive Director Kevin Bruski 
(kbruski@interopmtproject.org); or Vice Chairman 
Jerry Dupler (timberline@jeffbb.net).  
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Mon., Sept. 6 is Labor Day. 

State Offices will be closed. 

Kick-Off Workshop for Homeland Security 
Grant Recipients  

By E. Wing Spooner espooner@mt.gov  
 

Montana recipients of FY2010 Homeland 
Security Grants attended a kick-off workshop in 
Helena on Wed., Sept. 1 sponsored by the Disaster 
and Emergency Services’ (DES) new Office of 
Homeland Security Grants (OHSG). Ed Tinsley, the 
new DES Administrator, welcomed the group and 
outlined DES’ new direction. Julia Fenwick, OHSG 
Grants Manager and Montana's newly designated 
State Administrative Agency (SAA) representative, 
spoke about recent OHSG innovations, including a 
web page repository, site monitoring visit processes 
and other standardized grant management policies 
and procedures.   

Kerry Walker, a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) consultant, gave an 
in-depth presentation on the preparation of National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) submissions and 
compliance with the Environmental Planning and 
Historic Preservation (EHP) Program. NEPA 
compliance is mandatory for the use of federal grant 
funds.  

Homeland Security Program Analyst Rhonda 
Honagger spoke about National Preparedness 
Guidelines and target capabilities as they relate to 
the State of Montana and its grant recipients. 
Participants also heard presentations from a 
number of this year’s recipients, including a 
presentation by Interoperability Montana (IM) 
Executive Director, Kevin Bruski on the IM Project’s 
FY2010 DHS grant investment justifications.  

The Governor’s Deputy Chief of Staff, Sheena 
Wilson, provided closing remarks on behalf of 
Governor Brian Schweitzer. The OHSG is to be 
commended for providing a timely and educational 
workshop.  
 

Upcoming Meetings 
 
 

 Thurs., Sept. 16 
Mobile Data Terminal (MDT) Consortium  
Helena ● 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
MACo Offices, 2715 Skyway Dr. 

 Thurs., Sept. 16 
I-15/90 Corridor Consortium 
Butte ● 10:00 am – noon 
Chamber of Commerce, 1000 George St. 

 Thurs., Sept. 16 
Big Sky 11 Consortium 
Billings ●   9:00 am Technical Committee 
   10:00 am Consortium Meeting 
Yellowstone County EOC, 2305 8

th
 Ave. North 

 Mon., Sept. 27 
 IM Technical Committee (IMTC)  
 Helena ● 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
 MACo Offices, 2715 Skyway Dr. 

 Tues., Sept. 28 
Tri-County Consortium  

 Helena ● 10:00 am - noon  
 IM Offices, 2717 Skyway Dr. 

 Tues., Sept. 28 
State Agency Radio Users Task Force 

 Helena ● 9:00 am – 10:30 am  
 Rm. 109, Old Livestock Building, 1310 Lockey St.  

 Sun.-Thurs., Sept. 26 - 30 
 Annual MACo Conference 
 Billings ● Crown Plaza, 27 N. 27

th
 St.  

 http://maco.cog.mt.us/  

 Mon., Oct. 4 
IM Finance Committee (IMFC) 
Helena ● 9:00 – noon 
Anderson ZurMuehlen 
828 Great Northern Blvd. 

 Mon., Oct. 4 
IM Governance Committee 
Helena ● 1:00 – 5:00 pm  
Anderson ZurMuehlen 
828 Great Northern Blvd.  

 Mon.-Thurs., Oct. 4-7 
Tribal Homeland Security Conference 
Polson ● KwaTaqNuk Best Western Resort  
49708 US Highway 93 East  
POCs: Robert DesRosier 406-450-0646 and 
  Sheri Lanz 406-841-3911 

 Tues., Oct. 5 
 IM Project Directors Meeting 

Helena ● 9:00 am – 3:00 pm   
State Capitol, Room 152  
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